
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the weekend Storm Éowyn caused damage to both the Schools Estate and the 
electricity network to varying degrees across Northern Ireland.  Some schools have had to 
remain closed due to maintenance issues or a lack of electricity supply. 
 
When there is no electricity and the schools are closed, supporting children’s learning at 
home can be a challenge.  While safety is a top priority during a power outage, using fun 
activities can turn what could be a stressful experience into an opportunity for learning, 
creativity and bonding. 
 
Children thrive when there is a plan for the day or a daily schedule.  It helps them to feel 
safe and secure.  It is also very important that there is a balance between online learning, 
written and practical activities, outdoor learning and free time. 
 
This guide has been prepared to support parents and carers with their child’s learning and 
includes a range of links to online resources and activities.  For those homes which do not yet 
have electricity restored, a range of activities which do not require internet access have also 
been provided.   
 
Parents are asked to encourage their primary aged child to use their C2K username and 
password in order to access C2K software from home.  It would be helpful to remind children 
of the SMART rules when using the internet. 
 
  



Learning activities and games for pre-school children 
 
Learning suggestions which do not require electricity 
 
• Outdoor physical activities, such as, a winter walk to look at wildlife or storm damage. 

 
• Ideas to promote fine motor skills include scissor activities with dough, newspaper, old 

magazines and card.  Thread pasta onto a shoelace or use tweezers or tongs to pick up 
pasta. 
 

• Don’t forget the gross motor skills.  Apart from the normal running and outdoor play, 
indoor activities could include: encouraging your child to bear walk, walk forwards, 
backwards, sideways, small steps then giant steps, fast & slow steps and not forgetting 
to encourage using alternate feet on the stairs while counting. 
 

• Make models from junk materials, Duplo or Lego. 
 
• Cut and stick activities, paint and draw. 

 
• Play games e.g. snap 

 
• Use the Department of Education Getting Ready to Learn ideas, for example: 

 
- Sock Challenge: How many rolled up socks can you throw in a bucket or target? 
- Hide’n’Seek Family fun for everyone! Hide indoors or outdoors… Take turns to 

count and hide around the house. 
- Listening and Looking Walks Give the children a list of things to listen out for, 

birds, wind, dogs, cars etc. When you come back, get them to draw what they 
heard. 

- Magic Dens Use blankets, towels, sheets, chairs and a sprinkle of imagination to 
create a magical hideaway! 

- Brilliant Ball Skills Throw and catch ball. How many times can you bounce the 
ball? Can you throw the ball into a bucket? Or try catching a balloon? 

- Obstacles Set up mini obstacle courses at home to encourage children to move in 
different ways using different body parts 

 
 

 
• Playdough bag/box Suggested 

contents: Recipe card so children can 
easily make it with some help (see 
recipe); shape cutters egg cups, plastic 
glasses and natural materials around the 
home and garden; range of tools for 
shaping and creating marks, using  
cooking utensils; special ingredients 

 e.g. rice, glitter, spices and herbs. 
 

   Recipe for playdough 

 2 cups of plain flour 

 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil 

 ½ cup of salt 

 2 tablespoons of cream of tartar 

 1 cup of water and food   
colouring, if desired

  



Additional ideas taken from Department of Education Getting Ready to Learn 

Pre-school online learning 

There is a range of online learning resources for pre-school children in the links below. 
Parents can find further support and advice about play and digital technology here. 

Games for toddlers and preschoolers - CBeebies - BBC 
Creative Play for Toddlers and Preschoolers - CBeebies - BBC 
CBeebies Stories - CBeebies - BBC 
Play For Busy Parents – PlayBoard NI 
Copy of Play for busy parents 
Play Activities – PlayBoard NI 
Nursery • Forest Schools in Northern Ireland 

Ideas from Northern Ireland Forest Schools Association 

https://www.gettingreadytolearn.co.uk/
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/play_matters_play_and_digital_technology.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/fun-activities-for-toddlers-and-preschoolers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/creative-play-toddlers-and-preschoolers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories
https://www.playboard.org/resources/play-for-busy-parents/
https://www.playboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Play-for-busy-parents.pdf
https://www.playboard.org/play-activities/
https://www.forestschoolsni.com/list/nursery


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



Learning activities and games for primary school aged children 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
Learning suggestions which do not require electricity 
 

• Create a routine for the day using pictures/drawings/words. 
 
• Share a book together – practice their reading including from the child’s own story 

books.  Talk about the characters and draw picture of them.  

• Do some physical activities - go out into your garden and enjoy the fresh air- run, 
jump, skip, kick a ball, play tennis up against a wall. 

 
• Take a walk and look at the wildlife, hedgerows and keep track of the changes 

in nature and record findings in photos and drawings. 
 
• Gardening activities - planting and digging. 

• Art - paint, draw or make a model from junk materials. 
 
• Learn songs, poems, or nursery rhymes to improve memory and comprehension. 
 
• Make musical instruments out of items in your house such as saucepans or lids.  

Make a band and play songs keeping a steady beat. 
 
• Make an indoor tent or fort for imaginative play and have an indoor picnic. 
 
• Play the floor is lava/ocean/quicksand or another imagination-based game. Making 

an obstacle course in your home can help the kids work out the excess energy from 
being stuck inside. 

 
• Hide some treasure and draw a treasure map to help someone find it.   
 
• Play ‘I Spy’ to reinforce initial letter sounds. 
 
• Going to the Market: One person starts by saying, “I’m going to the market to get a 

____”. They can fill in with any word, but the next person who goes must state what 
the player before gets plus what they get. Use the alphabet letters for inspiration or 
choose a theme for the objects. 

 
• Money – Close eyes and guess the coin by feeling or count all the loose change you 

can find.  Make pictures with coins and add up the value of the picture. 
 
• Card games – use a deck of playing cards to play snap, identify numbers, guess if 

the next card is higher or lower or use for simple addition of two cards. 
  



Key Stage 1 & 2 
 

• Keep a diary/journal. 
 
• Play board games such as dominoes, snakes and ladders, monopoly, Trivial 

Pursuit, Uno. 

• Read a book and draw a picture to show where the story is set, draw the characters, 
summarise the story in 100 words. 

• Practise your musical instrument e.g. recorder, piano, violin flute etc. 

• Dance or enjoy some yoga stretches to learn to focus and manage stress. 

• Art - paint, draw or make a model from junk materials. 

• Make a jar of thanks – decorate an empty jar and write things you are thankful for on 
small pieces of paper.  A good way to focus on the positive during challenging 
situations. 

 
• Board Game Creation - design your own board game, complete with rules and 

pieces to encourage creativity, instructional writing and problem solving. 
 
• Design Challenge - set a prompt, such as designing a new product or redesigning 

an existing one, and challenge players to come up with the best solution. 
 
• Pictionary - draw a word or phrase for others to guess, without using any letters or 

words. 
 
• Practice crafts, such as sewing, sculpting, or drawing, to learn new skills and 

techniques.  
 
• Play tic-tac-toe 
 
 
• Make paper snowflakes 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



• Learn morse code (see poster below) and send messages to each other or create 
your own code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Play card games such as Uno or Phase 10 or use a deck of cards to play any of the 
games below to develop your child’s math’s skills. 

 
Card games That Promote Addition 
 
Flip and Add or Subtract One  
 
This game is simple and very good for all ages of children.  Take out the face cards, then put 
the deck on the table facing down.  Flip the card on the top.  If it’s red, add one, if it’s black, 
subtract one. If your child gets the correct answer, they keep the card. You can adapt this 
card game to your child’s age.  For instance, they could add or subtract any number, or they 
could multiply and divide. 
 
Fraction Card Game 
 
You can either remove the face cards or give them a value.  Your child deals two numerators 
and two denominators, making two fractions.  They have to decide which is the bigger 
fraction.  If they’re correct, they keep all four cards. 
 
Race to 100 
 
Place the deck face down in the centre of all players. Each player starts with a score of 0.  Flip 
a card over and add its value to your running total.  The first player to reach 100 without going 
over wins! 
  



 
Go Fish…For 10! 
 
This is just like Go Fish, but you are fishing for pairs that add up to 10. Have them ask: “I have 
a 2.  Do you have an 8 to make 10?”  Change aces to 1 for this game. 
 
Card games that promote fractions, rounding, and more challenging skills 
 
Round to the Nearest 10 
 
Each player is dealt 2 cards.  The players find the sum of their cards, then round their sum to 
the nearest 10.  The person who rounds to the largest multiple of 10 wins the cards. 
 
Gain or Loss 
 
Each player starts with 15 points.  Values are assigned to face cards.  Cards are placed in the 
centre of all the players.  The first player flips a card over.  If the card is black, they add it to 
their total.  If it’s red, they subtract it.  Highest point total when all the cards are gone wins! 
 
Fraction War 
 
This game is just like war, except each player turns over 2 cards.  Then the players make the 
largest fraction they can with their 2 cards, deciding what should be the numerator and 
denominator.  The player with the largest fraction wins the cards. 
 
Place Value War 
 
It’s war!  But with 3 cards and a place value twist.  Flip over 3 cards.  Each player creates the 
largest number they can.  Players compare numbers, and the largest number wins. 
 
“Mathy” I Spy 
 
Lay cards in a grid pattern (fewer cards for younger children, more cards for older children).  
Then play I Spy! Clues may be: I spy a number that is less than 4.  I spy a number that is a 
factor of 28. Make the clues up based on the age and ability of your child. 
 
Hit The Target 
 
Lay five cards in the centre of all players (facing up).  Flip over another card, which is the 
target number.  Players then create an equation in which they can add, subtract, multiply or 
divide their 5 numbers to hit the target number.  Try to use all five cards, but you must use at 
least 2 cards.  The winner takes the cards in the equation, plus the target number. (Paper 
and writing utensils can be helpful with this game!) 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  





Primary - online learning suggestions 
 
 
Google Classrooms (C2K MySchool username and password required) 
Use the new classroom tab to set tasks. 
 
Microsoft 365 (C2K MySchool username and password required) 
 
Just2Easy (C2K MySchool username and password required) 
Children can use this learning platform with lots of creativity tools, apps and games for maths, 
English and ICT. 
 
Newsdesk (C2K MySchool username and password required)  
 
Newsdesk is a very useful tool for schools to develop children’s fluency in reading, 
comprehension and writing skills.   
 
SeeSaw can be used by teachers to engage with children and parents and to set and share 
work.  Schools need to have an account with SeeSaw already. 
 
Explain Everything - is an interactive app which can be used to create presentations, lessons 
and videos using drawing tools to illustrate or write a concept. 
 
Oxford Owl Free ebooks to support children’s learning at home 
 
NI Libraries The website offers free eBooks and eMagazines. 
 
ICT games are on-screen games for literacy and numeracy. 
 
BBC Bitesize primary have a range of activities across all areas of the Northern Ireland 
Curriculum. 
 
BBC Supermovers active learning programme for children in KS1 and KS2. 
 
Natural History Museum Free resources for the World Around Us programme. 
 
MINECRAFT CCEA resource using Minecraft to explore the Vikings. 
 
You Tube PE Skill school Progressive and age/stage relevant Primary PE Challenges and 
most can be done at home with few resources. 
 
Go noodle free resources with movement and mindfulness videos created by child 
development experts 
 
Youtube art for kids Weekly ideas to ensure progression and appreciation of primary school 
art. 
 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/
https://ictgames.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary#ni
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/
https://ccea.org.uk/learning-resources/stem-minecraft
https://www.youtube.com/@PESchoolYT/videos
https://www.gonoodle.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
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